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STUDENT ASSESSMENT IN OREGON

TRANSITIONING FROM OAKS TO SMARTER
BALANCED ASSESSMENTS IN ENGLISH
LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATH

The following presentation addresses important education changes in the state of Oregon.
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WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:

L What is Smarter Balanced?

L How is Smarter Balanced different from current
assessments?

Table Talk Conversations:

=  What are the new questions types?

= How will the assessments affect my student?

= How will the assessments affect test results (classroom/district)?

= How can | help my student?

Overview slide

The purpose of our discussion is to share what SB is and how SB is different from OAKS.
Handouts that will be available for the table discussions: Myths, Sample Questions, 2
Informational Sheets.
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The Smarter Balanced Assessment will improve the
quality of instruction by blending CCSS, increasing
rigor of instruction and preparation for college and
career options.

The following slides provide an overview of the transition underway. We begin by talking about
Oregon’s shift to the Common Core State Standards. Next, we move into the importance of
adopting tests that were developed to measure student learning of our new standards, and
what Smarter Balanced looks like in comparison to OAKS in English and Math. After the
presentation you will have an opportunity to view and discuss Smarter Balance sample test
questions. We will also talk about what these changes look like for our students in terms of
“achievement”.
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COMMON CORE STATE
STANDARDS

THE STORY BEGINS WITH
STANDARDS

It starts with standards...or learning goals for students.
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KEY SHIFTS OF NEW STANDARDS

GETTING READY FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER

Some of the key shifts in English standards include:

* A more rigorous text complexity and an emphasis on (nonfiction) informational text.

e The Common Core asks students to use evidence from sources to form their arguments,
claims, etc. so that they build stronger argumentative and informative pieces.

e The standards require balancing informational and literary reading so students can gain
experience with and knowledge across subject matter.

Some of the key shifts in Math standards include:

1. Common Core math focuses on fewer topics each grade so students build solid

understandings of concepts, procedures, application of math. Here, we are trading mile-wide,

inch-deep instruction for more in-depth study.

2. With Common Core, learning is connected across grades so students build on previous

learning every year.

e Students will go beyond just memorizing equations and procedures. With these shifts in
place, students will learn how to use the mathematical knowledge and skills they have
acquired to address real world problems.



Slide 6

COMMON CORE MATH STANDARDS BY GRADE

Students learn concepts, skills,
& problem- solving related to:

Ratios, proportions, arithmetic
of rational numbers

Ratios, proportions,
early algebra
Multiplication
& division

Addition &
subtraction

Grades 3-5 Grade 6 Grade 7

Common Core State Standards connect learning
across grades.

Common Core Standards focus math by grade so that students build the foundations they need
to be able to apply math to solve problems inside and outside the classroom.
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WHAT DO ASSESSMENTS
HAVE TO DO WITH
STANDARDS?

A LOT, ACTUALLY
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STANDARDS & ASSESSMENT ARE LINKED

Smarter Balanced measures achievement toward the
mastery of CCSS and provides information about
student progress toward college and career readiness.

Scores from the new assessments represent a
realistic baseline that provides a more accurate
indicator for teachers, students, and parents as they
work to meet the rigorous demands of college and
career readiness.
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HOW IS SMARTER BALANCED
DIFFERENT FROM OAKS?
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COMPARING SMARTER BALANCED SCORES WITH
OAKS SCORES

* The bar has been raised - achievement levels (benchmarks) have
increased.

* Field tests indicate 30-40% of Oregon students will meet the SB
achievement levels.

* Current information predicts an expected drop of up to 50% in scores
from OAKS to Smarter Balanced results.

* North Bend School District will be relying on other assessment
measures (DIBELS, easyCBM, work samples, SAT, Compass) to
demonstrate students’ academic progress.

* NOT REACHING THE SET ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL DOES NOT INDICATE
A LACK OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS. THE FOCUS IS ON GROWTH OVER
TIME.

As with any new assessment, we expect fewer students to meet these new, higher achievement
levels for student performance in the beginning.
Just because they met last year does not mean they are going to meet this year.
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OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN

There are a number of reasons we can expect to see
Oregon students’ achievement on the Smarter Balanced
assessment to improve over time-

Exposure to standards

Improved instructional practices
Alignment to instructional materials
Familiarity with the assessments and standards

We also know from the work of other states that student performance will steadily rise to meet
this new benchmark as we move forward with different instruction strategies and the continued
exposure and incorporation of these type of tests into the curriculum.

This is a learning year; a baseline year.
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HOW ARE SMARTER BALANCED TESTS
DIFFERENT FROM OUR PREVIOUS STATE TESTS?

O Format B
= Test questions go beyond multiple choice ' ’r
O Grading/Scoring i‘
= Portions of the test will be hand-scored - |
O Difficulty -

= Tests are aligned to Common Core
= Measure higher-level thinking and skills
= Student test scores will look different but

will provide a more realistic picture of student
achievement in Oregon

Smarter Balance tests differ in some key areas:

Smarter Balance taps into the depth of skills and knowledge students are learning from the
Common Core, like critical thinking and problem-solving.

Format: Students will respond in a variety of ways instead of only selecting multiple choice
bubbles. On Smarter tests, students will type in their own answers to questions, interact with
graphs (drag lines, select shapes, etc.), build equations in math, and type essays.

Grading: Students create their own responses on different portions of the test, scorers will
hand score student responses and essays in addition to the typical computer-scoring of
responses.

Difficulty: Smarter tests are more challenging than our previous state tests in reading, writing,
and math for a number of reasons, including those we’ve already covered. Ultimately, Smarter
tests, like the Common Core standards, ask students to think at a higher level and apply
concepts and reasoning to various tasks.
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OREGON’S STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

2013-14 014

OAKS Reading and Writing

OAKS Math Aigned
OAKS Science and Social OAKS Science and Social o
Science Science fore
Extended Assessment Extended Assessment
English Language ELPA E—) s

Proficiency Assessment
Kindergarten Assessment Kindergarten Assessment

Our statewide assessment system is known as the Oregon
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or OAKS.

THIS SLIDE HAS ANIMATIONS—

ELA tests have 2 parts:
Computer Adaptive
Performance Task (Classroom activity, Part 1 and Part 2)

Math tests have 2 parts
Computer Adaptive

Performance Task (Classroom activity, Part 1 and Part 2)

Time commitment estimated to be 7-8 hours
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HOW CAN | HELP MY
STUDENT

AND WHERE CAN I GO TO
LEARN MORE?

The following section includes slides that encourage parents to get more involved in their
children’s education, as well as key sources for gathering additional information on standards,
assessments, and general Oregon education updates.
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BOX 1) Discuss specific steps your teachers are taking to implement the standards and prepare
students for the new tests.

BOX 2) Explain how student performance has not dropped but that expectations have changed
and this is a new, more realistic way of viewing student academic achievement. We will finally
know how our students are really doing and what exactly we need to do better to prepare them
for higher education and the workforce.

BOX 3) Explain the variety of ways students can meet graduation requirements (Smarter
Balanced, other assessments, work samples). Also, explain that the requirements to graduate
have not increased.

BOX 4) Engage parents in a discussion on how higher standards and stronger tests can help
improve education in Oregon and better prepare our students for life after high school.

RECOMMENDATION: Add sample Smarter Balanced questions after this slide to show parents
what the new tests look like.
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HOW CAN [ HELP MY STUDENT?

v GET READY

* Regularly check in with your child about how school is
going and how you can be more involved

* Encourage your child to read a variety of books,
including both fiction and non-fiction

« Practice typing and writing at home
* Take the training and practice tests with your child at:
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WHERE CAN | GO TO LEARN MORE?

@commou CORE

“*www.corestandards.org e —
0:0 www.smarte rba |a n Ced .0 rg Preparing America's students for

success.

“$*www.ode.state.or.us

Smarter

ABOUT SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS K-12 EDUCATION HIGHER EDUCATION

Parents & Students

These next-generation assessments are aligned to the Comman Core s (CCS
Ianguage artsiteracy and mathematics for grades 3-8 and 11. That means students in al tat
the same high standards.

‘Smarter Balanced will provide parents, students, and teachers a clearer window on whether s} | Education Funding Testing & Accountability
- be ready

o 4
Fostering Excellence for Every Learner

schoo, ready for colege

school year.

Parents and ofthese m systom i
easy-to-understand format, most ikely online. And parenfs can use ths information to better
teachers and school administrators about their chids success. Educator Effectiveness

SUPPORTING

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
under New Standards

Priority & Focus Schools

Equity: Closing the Achievement Gap|

Common Core Standards &
Assessments

The Oregon Department

of] E";/’C""”;' foSLErs ;. bepartment of Education “Future Ready District Pledge”
EXCEIENCE Tor. ehely, The U.S. Department of Education has released the Future Ready District Pledge , a roadmap to
learner through achieve success in the conversion to personalized digital leaming, and called on superintendents to
innovation, collaboration,  demonstrate their commitment to leading this transformatio...
leadership, and service to e Two Weeks left for First Session: Educator Institute on Networking and Transition
our education partners.  Save the Date "Transtion Together” ODE wil offe 3 regional training which will provide a basic ¢ idhood

Oregon Diploma

School Report Cards

Encourage your parents to check out sites that include credible, accurate, up-to-date
information on CCSS, Smarter Balanced, and Oregon education so they can stay better informed
and engage meaningfully in important conversations on their children’s education.



