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STUDENT ASSESSMENT IN OREGON

T R A N S I T I O N I N G  F R OM  O A K S  T O  S M A R T E R  

B A L A N C E D  A S S E S S M E N T S  I N  E N G L I S H  

L A N G U AG E  A R T S  A N D  M AT H

 

 

The following presentation addresses important education changes in the state of Oregon. 
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:

� What is Smarter Balanced?What is Smarter Balanced?What is Smarter Balanced?What is Smarter Balanced?

� How is Smarter Balanced different from current How is Smarter Balanced different from current How is Smarter Balanced different from current How is Smarter Balanced different from current 

assessments?assessments?assessments?assessments?

Table Talk Conversations: Table Talk Conversations: Table Talk Conversations: Table Talk Conversations: 

� What are the new questions types?What are the new questions types?What are the new questions types?What are the new questions types?

� How will the assessments affect my student?How will the assessments affect my student?How will the assessments affect my student?How will the assessments affect my student?

� How will the assessments How will the assessments How will the assessments How will the assessments aaaaffect test results (classroom/district)?ffect test results (classroom/district)?ffect test results (classroom/district)?ffect test results (classroom/district)?

� How can I help my student?How can I help my student?How can I help my student?How can I help my student?

 

 

Overview slide 

 

The purpose of our discussion is to share what SB is and how SB is different from OAKS. 

Handouts that will be available for the table discussions: Myths, Sample Questions, 2 

Informational Sheets. 
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WHY SMARTER 

BALANCED?

The Smarter Balanced Assessment will improve the 

quality of instruction by blending CCSS, increasing 

rigor of instruction and preparation for college and 

career options.

 

 

The following slides provide an overview of the transition underway.  We begin by talking about 

Oregon’s shift to the Common Core State Standards.  Next, we move into the importance of 

adopting tests that were developed to measure student learning of our new standards, and 

what Smarter Balanced looks like in comparison to OAKS in English and Math.  After the 

presentation you will have an opportunity to view and discuss Smarter Balance sample test 

questions.  We will also talk about what these changes look like for our students in terms of 

“achievement”. 
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COMMON CORE STATE 

STANDARDS
T HE  S TORY  B E G I N S  W I T H  

S TANDARDS

 

 

It starts with standards…or learning goals for students.  
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

KEY SHIFTS OF NEW STANDARDS

ENGLISHENGLISHENGLISHENGLISH
A.A.A.A. Regular practice with complex texts and Regular practice with complex texts and Regular practice with complex texts and Regular practice with complex texts and 

academic languageacademic languageacademic languageacademic language

B.B.B.B. Reading, writing, and speaking using Reading, writing, and speaking using Reading, writing, and speaking using Reading, writing, and speaking using 

evidence evidence evidence evidence 

C.C.C.C. Building knowledge by reading more Building knowledge by reading more Building knowledge by reading more Building knowledge by reading more 

nonfictionnonfictionnonfictionnonfiction

MATHMATHMATHMATH
1.1.1.1. Math teachers now focus more deeply on Math teachers now focus more deeply on Math teachers now focus more deeply on Math teachers now focus more deeply on 

a few key areas of math per grade.a few key areas of math per grade.a few key areas of math per grade.a few key areas of math per grade.

2.2.2.2. Students build on their skills and Students build on their skills and Students build on their skills and Students build on their skills and 

knowledge so that each standard extends knowledge so that each standard extends knowledge so that each standard extends knowledge so that each standard extends 

previous learning.previous learning.previous learning.previous learning.

3.3.3.3. Students go beyond simple memorization Students go beyond simple memorization Students go beyond simple memorization Students go beyond simple memorization 

to become “fluent” in math concepts and to become “fluent” in math concepts and to become “fluent” in math concepts and to become “fluent” in math concepts and 

procedures.procedures.procedures.procedures.

GETTING READY FOR COLLEGE AND CAREERGETTING READY FOR COLLEGE AND CAREERGETTING READY FOR COLLEGE AND CAREERGETTING READY FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER

 

Some of the key shifts in English standards include: 

 

• A more rigorous text complexity and an emphasis on (nonfiction) informational text.   

• The Common Core asks students to use evidence from sources to form their arguments, 

claims, etc. so that they build stronger argumentative and informative pieces. 

• The standards require balancing informational and literary reading so students can gain 

experience with and knowledge across subject matter. 

 

Some of the key shifts in Math standards include: 

 

1.  Common Core math focuses on fewer topics each grade so students build solid 

understandings of concepts, procedures, application of math.  Here, we are trading mile-wide, 

inch-deep instruction for more in-depth study. 

2.  With Common Core, learning is connected across grades so students build on previous 

learning every year. 

• Students will go beyond just memorizing equations and procedures.  With these shifts in 

place, students will learn how to use the mathematical knowledge and skills they have 

acquired to address real world problems. 
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

COMMON CORE MATH STANDARDS BY GRADE

K-2 Grades 3-5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Common Core State Standards connect learning Common Core State Standards connect learning Common Core State Standards connect learning Common Core State Standards connect learning 

across grades.across grades.across grades.across grades.

Students learn concepts, skills, Students learn concepts, skills, Students learn concepts, skills, Students learn concepts, skills, 

& problem& problem& problem& problem---- solving related to:solving related to:solving related to:solving related to:

Addition & 

subtraction

Multiplication 

& division

Ratios, proportions, 

early algebra

Ratios, proportions, arithmetic 

of rational numbers

Linear algebra & 

linear functions

 

 

Common Core Standards focus math by grade so that students build the foundations they need 

to be able to apply math to solve problems inside and outside the classroom. 
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WHAT DO ASSESSMENTS 

HAVE TO DO WITH 

STANDARDS?
A  LOT,  AC T UA L LY
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

STANDARDS & ASSESSMENT ARE LINKED

• Smarter Balanced measures achievement toward the 

mastery of CCSS and provides information about 

student progress toward college and career readiness. 

• Scores from the new assessments represent a 

realistic baseline that provides a more accurate 

indicator for teachers, students, and parents as they 

work to meet the rigorous demands of college and 

career readiness.
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HOW IS SMARTER BALANCED 

DIFFERENT FROM OAKS?
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

COMPARING SMARTER BALANCED SCORES WITH 

OAKS SCORES
• The bar has been raisedThe bar has been raisedThe bar has been raisedThe bar has been raised ---- achievement levels (benchmarks) have achievement levels (benchmarks) have achievement levels (benchmarks) have achievement levels (benchmarks) have 

increased.increased.increased.increased.

• Field tests indicate 30Field tests indicate 30Field tests indicate 30Field tests indicate 30----40% of Oregon students will meet the SB 40% of Oregon students will meet the SB 40% of Oregon students will meet the SB 40% of Oregon students will meet the SB 

achievement levels.achievement levels.achievement levels.achievement levels.

• Current information predicts an expected drop of up to 50% in scores Current information predicts an expected drop of up to 50% in scores Current information predicts an expected drop of up to 50% in scores Current information predicts an expected drop of up to 50% in scores 

from OAKS to Smarter Balanced results.from OAKS to Smarter Balanced results.from OAKS to Smarter Balanced results.from OAKS to Smarter Balanced results.

• North Bend  School District will be relying on other assessment North Bend  School District will be relying on other assessment North Bend  School District will be relying on other assessment North Bend  School District will be relying on other assessment 

measures (DIBELS, measures (DIBELS, measures (DIBELS, measures (DIBELS, easyCBMeasyCBMeasyCBMeasyCBM, work samples, SAT, Compass) to , work samples, SAT, Compass) to , work samples, SAT, Compass) to , work samples, SAT, Compass) to 

demonstrate students’ academic progress.demonstrate students’ academic progress.demonstrate students’ academic progress.demonstrate students’ academic progress.

• NOT REACHING THE SET ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL NOT REACHING THE SET ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL NOT REACHING THE SET ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL NOT REACHING THE SET ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL DOES NOT DOES NOT DOES NOT DOES NOT INDICATE INDICATE INDICATE INDICATE 

A LACK OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS.  THE FOCUS IS ON GROWTH OVER A LACK OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS.  THE FOCUS IS ON GROWTH OVER A LACK OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS.  THE FOCUS IS ON GROWTH OVER A LACK OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS.  THE FOCUS IS ON GROWTH OVER 

TIME.TIME.TIME.TIME.

 

 

As with any new assessment, we expect fewer students to meet these new, higher achievement 

levels for student performance in the beginning.   

Just because they met last year does not mean they are going to meet this year. 
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN

There are a number of reasons we can expect to seeThere are a number of reasons we can expect to seeThere are a number of reasons we can expect to seeThere are a number of reasons we can expect to see

Oregon students’ achievement on the Smarter BalancedOregon students’ achievement on the Smarter BalancedOregon students’ achievement on the Smarter BalancedOregon students’ achievement on the Smarter Balanced

assessment to improve over timeassessment to improve over timeassessment to improve over timeassessment to improve over time----

• Exposure to standardsExposure to standardsExposure to standardsExposure to standards

• Improved instructional practicesImproved instructional practicesImproved instructional practicesImproved instructional practices

• Alignment to instructional materialsAlignment to instructional materialsAlignment to instructional materialsAlignment to instructional materials

• FFFFamiliarity with the assessments and standardsamiliarity with the assessments and standardsamiliarity with the assessments and standardsamiliarity with the assessments and standards

 

 

We also know from the work of other states that student performance will steadily rise to meet 

this new benchmark as we move forward with different instruction strategies and the continued 

exposure and incorporation of these type of tests into the curriculum. 

 

This is a learning year; a baseline year. 
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

HOW ARE SMARTER BALANCED TESTS 

DIFFERENT FROM OUR PREVIOUS STATE TESTS?

� FormatFormatFormatFormat
�Test questions go beyond multiple choice

� Grading/ScoringGrading/ScoringGrading/ScoringGrading/Scoring
�Portions of the test will be hand-scored

� DifficultyDifficultyDifficultyDifficulty
�Tests are aligned to Common Core

�Measure higher-level thinking and skills

�Student test scores will look different but 

will provide a more realistic picture of student 

achievement in Oregon 

 

Smarter Balance tests differ in some key areas: 

 

Smarter Balance taps into the depth of skills and knowledge students are learning from the 

Common Core, like critical thinking and problem-solving.   

 

Format:  Students will respond in a variety of ways instead of only selecting multiple choice 

bubbles.  On Smarter tests, students will type in their own answers to questions, interact with 

graphs (drag lines, select shapes, etc.), build equations in math, and type essays. 

 

Grading:  Students create their own responses on different portions of the test, scorers will 

hand score student responses and essays in addition to the typical computer-scoring of 

responses. 

 

Difficulty:  Smarter tests are more challenging than our previous state tests in reading, writing, 

and math for a number of reasons, including those we’ve already covered.  Ultimately, Smarter 

tests, like the Common Core standards, ask students to think at a higher level and apply 

concepts and reasoning to various tasks.  
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

2013201320132013----14141414 2014201420142014----15151515

OAKS Reading and Writing Smarter Balanced ELA

OAKS Math Smarter Balanced Math

OAKS Science and Social 

Science

OAKS Science and Social 

Science

Extended Assessment Extended Assessment

English Language 

Proficiency Assessment

ELPA     

Kindergarten Assessment Kindergarten Assessment

ELPA21

Aligned Aligned Aligned Aligned 

to to to to 

Common Common Common Common 

CoreCoreCoreCore

OREGON’S STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Our statewide assessment system is known as the Oregon Our statewide assessment system is known as the Oregon Our statewide assessment system is known as the Oregon Our statewide assessment system is known as the Oregon 

Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or OAKS.Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or OAKS.Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or OAKS.Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or OAKS.

 

 

THIS SLIDE HAS ANIMATIONS— 

 

ELA tests have  2  parts: 

 Computer Adaptive 

 Performance Task (Classroom activity, Part 1 and Part 2) 

 

Math tests have 2 parts 

 Computer Adaptive 

 Performance Task (Classroom activity, Part 1 and Part 2) 

 

Time  commitment estimated to be 7-8 hours 
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HOW CAN I HELP MY 

STUDENT
AND  WHERE  C AN  I  G O  TO  

L E A RN  MORE ?

 

 

The following section includes slides that encourage parents to get more involved in their 

children’s education, as well as key sources for gathering additional information on standards, 

assessments, and general Oregon education updates. 
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

WHAT DO THESE NEW TESTS MEAN FOR MY CHILD?

� Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher and and and and school preparationschool preparationschool preparationschool preparation

� Student Student Student Student test scorestest scorestest scorestest scores

� Roadmap to graduationRoadmap to graduationRoadmap to graduationRoadmap to graduation

� Oregon EducationOregon EducationOregon EducationOregon Education

 

BOX 1) Discuss specific steps your teachers are taking to implement the standards and prepare 

students for the new tests. 

 

BOX 2)  Explain how student performance has not dropped but that expectations have changed 

and this is a new, more realistic way of viewing student academic achievement.  We will finally 

know how our students are really doing and what exactly we need to do better to prepare them 

for higher education and the workforce.   

 

BOX 3)  Explain the variety of ways students can meet graduation requirements (Smarter 

Balanced, other assessments, work samples).  Also, explain that the requirements to graduate 

have not increased. 

 

BOX 4)  Engage parents in a discussion on how higher standards and stronger tests can help 

improve education in Oregon and better prepare our students for life after high school. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Add sample Smarter Balanced questions after this slide to show parents 

what the new tests look like. 
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

� GGGGETETETET RRRREADYEADYEADYEADY

• Regularly check in with your child about how school is 
going and how you can be more involved 

• Encourage your child to read a variety of books, 
including both fiction and non-fiction

• Practice typing and writing at home

• Take the training and practice tests with your child at:

http://oaksportal.org/
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Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
English Language Arts, English Language Proficiency, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

WHERE CAN I GO TO LEARN MORE?

�www.corestandards.org

�www.smarterbalanced.org

�www.ode.state.or.us

 

 

Encourage your parents to check out sites that include credible, accurate, up-to-date 

information on CCSS, Smarter Balanced, and Oregon education so they can stay better informed 

and engage meaningfully in important conversations on their children’s education. 

 

 

 


